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Gujarata,^ during the whole of this period, was pre-
dominently Saiva. The whole land is studded with temples
of Siva or their ruins, many of which date back to the pre-
Calukyan age. The rulers of Valabhipura, except for one
king, were devotees of Siva, and styled themselves
' paramamahesvara'. Their seals bear the impress of the
bull sacred to their god. Dr. Bhagvanlal is of opinion
that the temple of Somanatha attained its high position as
a shrine under the Valabhi kings. The Calukyas, as we
saw, recognised in Somanatha their guardian deity, and so
did a large number of chiefs during the whole period under
review.

The Brahmanas of Vadanagara, who came to be called
Nagaras, possessed high Brahmanical learning and were
devotees of Siva. The family priest of the Calukyas and
Vaghelas was a Brahmana of Vadanagara. Many of them
were statesmen, warriors, officers as also priests and
literary men. Many of the inscriptions of the period were
written by them and theit influence was considerable.

The most influential form of Saivism was the Pasupata
cult, founded by Lakulesa, who was born at Karavana
a few miles south of Baroda, and worshipped as the
eighteenth incarnation of Siva. The shrine of Somanatha
was in the charge of priests of this cult who had a high
reputation for learning.

The worship of Vishnu, the Bhagavata Dharma, intro-
duced during the Gupta period, was favoured by a
small section of the people. We find a temple dedicated
to Krshna at Giranara in A. C. 455. Ruins of a large
number ot such temples, erected during the period and
dedicated to one or other of the incarnations of Vishnu, are
found in North Gujarata. Hemacandra testifies to the
existence of a temple of Vishnu in Patana. An inscription
of 1074 begins with ' Om Namo Bhagavate VasudevSya'.
Hemacandra, in his Kavyftnu;$nsana, cites two verses in-
dicating the popular Krshna cult of the time.

" Mother! Krshna, while at play, ate as much earth as he could/' " Is it
tme,Krsh]?a?" " Who said it ?" "Baladeva?" " He is telling a lie." "Lool?